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Experimental statistics: Houshold work  

EU-SILC for Iceland is a household survey that has been conducted annually since 2004. The sample is 
comprised of just above 5,000 individuals from the national registry, but only a part of these enters 
the survey for the first time each year as households are followed for four years. Individuals are asked 
questions about themselves and their household and then Statistics Iceland uses registers for some 
variables to decrease respondent burden. The total number of respondents is about 3,000 annually. 

The added questions in 2021 were as follows: 

• On average, how many hours a week do you personally spend on household work, not 
including childcare and leisure time activities?   

• On average, how many hours a week do you personally spend looking after children or other 
family members?  

 
If living in a coupled household: 

• On average, how many hours a week does your spouse spend on household work? 

• How many hours a week does your spouse spend looking after children or other family 
members? 

• Which of the following best applies to the sharing of household work between you and your 
spouse? Do you do… 

o much more than your share, a bit more than your share, roughly your share, 
o a bit less than your share, much less than your share 

• How often do you and your spouse disagree about the sharing of household work? Does it 
happen… 

o Once a week or more often, 1 to 3 times a month, Couple of times a year, Once a year 
or less often, Never 

Especially about the pandemic: 
o When you compare the household workload before and after the spread of Covid-19. Do you 

think there was a lot more workload, a bit more workload, similar workload, a bit less or a lot 
less workload during the pandemic period than before?  

o A lot more workload, A bit more workload, Similar workload, A bit less workload, A lot 
less workload 

o But when you think about your division of household work between you and your spouse 
during the pandemic period. Do you think the division is a lot more even, a bit more even, 
similar, a bit more uneven or a lot more uneven than it was before? 

o A lot more even, A bit more even, Similar, A bit more uneven, A lot more uneven 

 
As respondents estimate time spent on care and housework both for themselves and their spouse, a 
total for the couple is also estimated. 

 


